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Annotations.
"Ne quid nimis."

THE CHOICE OF AN ANTISEPTIC IN MIDWIFERY.

WE publish in another column a letter from a practitioner
signing himself ,. Antiseptic and asking for information on
various points as regards the use of antiseptics in midwifery.
" Antiseptic " refers especially to the antiseptics he has

himself used for washing out the uterus. We should like, in
the first place, to emphasise the point that the fundamentally
essential thing in applying the principles of antiseptics in
the practice of midwifery is the thorough disinfection of

everything that is to come into contact with the patient,
more especially the hands of the attendant, before touching
her. There are, of course, occasions on which it is necessary
to wash out the uterus. But the washing out of the uterus
after labour is only exceptionally necessary, and is certainly
not part of the regular routine that should be adopted in every
case in order to avoid the risk of puerperal fever. The same
is true of vaginal douching after delivery. We suppose,
although it is not stated in our correspondent’s letter, it is

rather with regard to deciding which is the best antiseptic
to use for disinfecting the hands that he wishes for informa-
tion. The three agents he mentions are mercuric chloride,
mercuric iodide, and carbolic acid. There can be no doubt

that, as regards practical results, much more depends on
the thoroughness of the cleansing, followed by disinfection
of the hands, than on the choice of this or that antiseptic
from the above list. Certainly the great improvement as
regards both morbidity and mortality in lying-in hospitals has
been obtained with perchloride of mercury. It is stated, how-
ever, in Norris’s "American Text-book of Obstetrics" that
’’ some large clinics, such as those of Copenhagen and Vienna,
yet cling to the use of carbolic acid, and obtain just as good
results as those in which this drug has been supplanted
by bichloride of mercury." The truth is that the personal
factor must be remembered, as on this as well as on the

particular antiseptic employed depends the thoroughness of
the disinfection. We wonder if "Antiseptic" can call to
mind his early experiences in the class of practical chemistry.
For ourselves, we remember well that often after the

lecturer had carefully described and performed the steps of
some simple test there were almost always some members
of the class who could not get the test to "come off," or
who obtained some physical phenomena altogether different
from what should have resulted, according to the teacher’s
description and demonstration. And what was the explana-
tion ? ? Why, in a large number of cases, simply dirty test-
tubes. The student had not sufficiently washed his test-
tube, or perhaps had failed to give it the final washing
with distilled water before trying the test. The applica-
tion of this illustration to the question of personal dis-

infection is obvious. With the same reagents and apparatus
failure may result from want of thoroughness in practically
performing the steps of what may rightly enough in many
cases be regarded as a test. When the test does not give the
desired result, or, in other words, when symptoms of

puerperal septic&aelig;mia arise, the blame is not due to the

antiseptic, if it be one of the three given by our corre-
spondent, but rather to a want of thoroughness in using it.
As between perchloride of mercury and mercuric iodide, the
latter is much more expensive than the former, while per-
chloride of mercury has been clearly shown to have at all
events so much efficiency that by properly using it for the
hands the safety of the patient is practically secured. As a
matter of detail, many prefer to use iodine water (two
-drachms of tincture of iodine to a pint of water) for washing

out the uterus when, exceptionally, this may be required.
We are inclined to regard it as a safer agent for the purpose
than either perchloride of mercury or carbolic acid.

BEES IN MEDICINE.

WHEREVER the bee has found a home honey has almost
invariably been used both for food and medicine. From the

papyri we know that honey played not an unimportant
part in the composition of many of the Egyptian medical
potions, and H.H. Sir Bhagvat Sinh Jee, M.D., has told us in
his recently issued History of Aryan Medicine, the r&ocirc;le which

honey took in the native pharmacop&oelig;ia of India. Among
the medical writers of the past who have alluded to its
use may be mentioned Hippocrates and Galen. In the
current issue of the St. Bartholomew’s Hospital Jo2cmnczl Mr.
John Gutch gives some interesting gleanings from old
writers who have mentioned bees and honey in a

therapeutic connexion. Although honey has been used
as a medicament, it is not perhaps generally known
that not only the sweet product of the bee, but
the bee itself has been used in therapeutics. According
to the author of the article quoted above, bees drowned
in honey have been recommended for clearing the eyes,
for staying vomiting, and as useful also for deaf-
ness. The curious injunction is given when using the
medicine for clearing the eyes that the patient is to be

bound, for such is the violence of the medicine that he
cannot otherwise patiently endure it. The following remedy
is given by Celsus : I I The bodies of bees taken newly from
the comb and powdered and drunk with Dierretick wine
powerfully cures dropsy." -

THE THERAPEUTICS OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN

IN last week’s Parliamentary debate on the Greco-Turkish
imbroglio the action of Greece in coming to the rescue of
her Cretan compatriots was likened by the Leader of the
Opposition to that of the Good Samaritan who relieved the
wounded victim of highway robbery after the priest and
Levite-typifying the Concert of Europe-had passed on
unregardful of his sufferings. With the political application
of the parable we have nothing to do any more than with the
retort of the Leader of the House that the Good Samaritan
would not have been admired for eighteen centuries if

as a result of his intervention he had added largely
to his personal estate. Our interest in the parable lies in
its medico-historical aspect-in the treatment to which the
wounded man was subjected and in the light it throws

on first-century practice. The parable, we need hardly
remind our readers, comes to us on the authority of what
M. Renan calls " le plus beau livre qu’il y ait "-the most
beautiful book in all literature-the work, we may add, of
a Physician whose familiarity with Hippocrates has been

proved by Hobart and Plumptre, and whose practice seems
to have lain, at least for one memorable period, in the
mercantile marine of the Mediterranean. Till recently
the only version of the parable accessible to English
readers represented this capable practitioner as reporting
the Good Samaritan to have bandaged the victim’s wounds-
incised, punctured, or lacerated-and then to have poured
into them oil and wine. That mistranslation continued to

puzzle generations of the devout till the Revised Version put
matters right by substituting "pouring on" for "pouring
in "-the Authorised rendering having been adopted from a
misinterpretation of the Vulgate, which gives "infundens" 
as the equivalent of St. Luke’s though "infundo"
means to "pour upon" as well as to "pour into."
The Good Samaritan’s therapeutics are thus vindicated
as conforming to the recognised practice of the time,
whether Greek or Jewish. The bandage having been

adjusted, it was saturated with a mixture of oil and wine,



751

an emollient and a stimulant, presumably to keep the cloth
from stiffening while rousing the reparative or healing
process. It was the practice employed in circumcision, as
we read in the rule: "I! there is no mixed oil and wine

ready each may be added separately." Galen, writing about
a hundred and thirty years subsequently to St. Luke,
describes a paste, in which oil and wine are the principal
’ingredients, to be applied to wounds. The Elder Pliny,
whose "HistoriaNaturalis" " was nearly contemporary with
St. Luke’s Gospel, refers to the same practice. The Good

Samaritan’s therapeutics, as reported by St. Luke, were,
indeed, secundum artcrra; and if they have caused any
difficulty to the non-classical reader, that has been removed
by the revisionist substitution of &deg;&deg; pouring on " for the
meaningless" pouring in." 

-

PRESERVATIVES IN PHARMACY.

AN interesting and thoroughly practical paper on the

Preservatives of Pharmacopoeia.! Preparations was read before
the Pharmaceutical Society by Mr. William Martindale on
March 9th. Alcohol, he said, is not a germicide; when
,present to the extent of 20 per cent, by volume of absolute
alcohol it has an inhibitory effect on the germination of most
of the micro-organisms occurring in aqueous solutions of
vegetable and animal substances, but the germs propagate
readily as soon as it evaporates. Salicylic acid is the pre-
-servative employed for the official solution of bydrochlorate
of cocaine, which contains 121 per mille of the acid, with 10
per cent. of the cocaine salt. This solution, even if diluted
with four times its volume of water, still keeps free from the
fungoid growths to which cocaine solutions are so liable.

Salicylic acid, however, cannot be added to solutions of
either morphia or apomorphia intended for hypodermic use
as it causes the formation of a crystalline deposit. Mr.
Martindale’s address contained some valuable suggestions on
the preparation of dilute mercurial solutions. He especially
objected to the addition of chloride of ammonium to solutions
of corrosive sublimate, on the ground that white precipitate
is liable to be deposited on dilution with common water,
and most of the mercury may in time be withdrawn from
the solution. 

___

THE CONDITION OF CONVICTS IN THE PRISONS
OF NEW YORK STATE.

THE Legislature of New York State have lately passed a
law enacting that the convicts in their prisons shall not be
allowed to work while under sentence at any trade or

occupation whereby they may compete in any way with free
labour. This state of affairs was brought about by the
action of the American Federation of Labour, and practically
condemns the convicts to solitary confinement. The effect of
this law, even within the short time it has been in force, has
.proved most injurious to the health of the prisoners. Already
a man who was confined in Sing-Sing has committed suicide
as the result of the infiaence of compulsory idleness, and the
authorities are at their wit’s end to devise means of remedy
for this unfortunate situation. As the law now stands the
convicts are not allowed to do any description of work for
the State. Exception is taken to such occupations as

printing and bookbinding, and fault is even found with

printing for the use of the prisoners only ; in fact, their sole
distraction is the exercise which they are allowed to take for
a short time daily. It has been suggested that the men be
taken out and put on the public roads improvements and
fortifications, as is the custom in England, but there are so
many difficulties in the way that this suggestion is
declared to be unworkable. A long term of isolation
has been conclusively proved to be hurtful in a high degree
both to the mind and body of a man; it was found in

England after the system had been thoroughly tested that

- -..

long periods of solitary confinement weakened the minds of
the convicts. In America some critics contend that the
moral efficacy of any period of strict separate confinement is
more than doubtful, and go so far as to assert in the present
case that unless some measures are taken to give the

prisoners work to occupy their time more asylums for
insane criminals must be built. After all is said and done
the object of criminal punishment is not vengeance but the
improvement of the cffender, and besides it is surely
punishment to a lazy man to be compelled to work, to a
drunkard to be compelled to keep sober, and to a dissolute
man to be compelled to lead a clean life. The true con-

ception of a prison, as we take it, is that of a hospital for
the remedial treatment of depraved bodies and diseased
mind. The mere temporary caging of the criminal like a
wild beast is a protection to society for a time, but it is only
for the time being ; for when he is let out he is in most

instances more dangerous to society than when he went
in. The criminal should be treated as a man, and not

as a wild beast. No one is in any way benefited by driving
convicts crazy and making their lives miserable and useless.
Humanity and sound economy both dictate that prisoners
shall be engaged daily at something which will occupy their
time and energies, and it is not enough that criminal juris-
prudence should be humane, it should also be intelligent.
The prisons and reformatories of New York State have for a
long time taken high rank amongst like institutions in

different parts of the world for the humane and intelligent
manner in which they have treated their prisoners-in fact,
in many respects they have acted as pioneers, and it is to be
hoped that the present deadlock may be but temporary.

STILL THEY COME!

MESSRS, GUY, Beecham, Seigel, Page Woodcock, Williams,
Hood, Clarke, and the rest of the nostrum-selling fraternity
will have to take a back seat. A new constellation has
arisen. We have seen the following statements in print, so
they must be true! They are sworn to before solicitors, and
the attestor in one case is a publican and in the other a
schoolmaster; moreover, we regret to add, a parish school-
master. He has for nine years been suffering from pains in
the stomach and bowels. The pain was of the most "ex-
crutiating " (sic) nature, and night after night he was killed
with a pain that doubled him up in the most painful manner.

, He had scores of bottles of doctors’ medicine, with the
: same result-no relief, but constant pain. He also had
, 

a very serious case of bleeding from a bloodvessel burst-
: ing at the bottom of his stomach, and on Oct. 30th,

1896, he read one of Messrs. Forshaw and Snow’s
. circulars and entered their shop. Here Mr. Forshaw at
! 

once "told me what I ailed-viz., inflammation of the

mucous membrane of the stomach. He told me more than
. this-viz., that he could cure me. I determined to place
i myself in his hands, and he gave me a course of his excellent

Infirmary Pharmacy Blood Purifier and Stomach Mixture and
, Digestive Extract. I went home and can honestly say that

from the first moment I took the firs dose of his mixtures I
. have never had one single moment of pain. Why is this ? ?

Simply because Messrs. Forshaw and Snow understood my
i case, and knew what would do me good and gave me it."
; The publican was in even worse plight. Instead of being
c killed every night, "life to me was becoming a burden, and

every day became longer and my sufferings more severe." He
1 was not content with bottles of doctors’ medicine, but " went
) on trying first one doctor then another till I was as weak as
3 a child." Then a light arose in the darkness and he read
i one of Messrs. Forshaw and Snow’s pamphlets, and after
3 taking one bottle of the Infirmary Pharmacy, &c, and
i a few doses more he was happy, cheerful, and fall of fun
t and life. We may remark that the Infirmary Pharmacy has


